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Safeguarding Statement
At Scotty’s Little Soldiers, safeguarding is at the heart of everything we do. We are committed to our duty to safeguard children and young people under 18, and adults at risk, from harm and to promote their wellbeing.
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility at Scotty’s. Whether you are a team member, volunteer, trustee, or supporter, we expect anyone involved with the charity to uphold the highest standards of care and to take any safeguarding concerns seriously.
We recognise that safeguarding concerns can arise through face-to-face contact, digital communication, or events. We believe in a culture of transparency and reporting, where concerns are raised early, shared responsibly and responded to promptly.
All staff, trustees and volunteers are recruited through safer recruitment processes, including enhanced DBS checks where appropriate. Safeguarding responsibilities are embedded within job roles, induction processes and ongoing professional development. All team members receive safeguarding training, with additional training provided for those working more closely with children, young people and adults at risk.
Scotty’s has clear safeguarding policies, systems and procedures in place to ensure concerns are recognised and acted upon appropriately. These are supported by a designated safeguarding structure, with operational responsibility held within the senior leadership team and safeguarding oversight at trustee level.
Through these measures, we aim to provide a safe, supportive environment where children, young people and families feel listened to, respected and protected when engaging with Scotty’s Little Soldiers.
Do you have a safeguarding concern?
If you have an immediate concern about a child’s welfare, please contact the local authority safeguarding team (usually part of the Social Care team) where the child or adult at risk lives, which is available 24 hours a day. You can find their contact details on the Gov.UK website or on the local Authority’s website. 

If your concern is urgent, please call the police in your area or 999.

Safeguarding concerns relating to Scotty’s services should be reported to our safeguarding team. Concerns can arise from something you have seen, heard or read, and you do not need to be certain before raising a concern.
For further information about safeguarding at Scotty’s, or to request a copy of our safeguarding policies, please contact families@scottyslittlesoldiers.co.uk
Will the information I share be confidential?
Safeguarding is our priority, and we want people to feel safe and supported when sharing concerns with us.
We treat information sensitively and respect confidentiality wherever possible. However, if we believe that a child, young person or adult at risk is experiencing, or is at risk of, significant harm, we may need to share information with relevant authorities or professionals to help keep them safe. In some circumstances, there may also be a legal duty to share information.
Where appropriate, we will usually seek to discuss this with you and explain what will happen next. However, if there is an immediate risk to life or serious harm, information may be shared without consent in line with safeguarding legislation and guidance.
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